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SUBJECT: CSCE - BRITISH CONCERN WITH DURATION ISSUE 

REF: KAHANE-KORNBLUM TELECONS OF 7/28/77 

1 . AS REPORTED IN REF TELECONS, HMG IS DEEPLY CONCERNED 
WITH WHAT THEY PERCEIVE AS A "SOFTENING'' IN THE US 
POSITION ON THE DURATION QUESTION IN THE BELGRADE CON- 
FERENCE AGENDA (POINT 13 IN NNA PAPER). 

2. FCO HAS INSTRUCTED UKDEL CSCE TO STAND FAST IN FAVOR 
OF "CONSENSUS TO CLOSE" AND HAS INFORMALLY TOLD US OF 

ITS CONVICTION THAT A COMPROMISE FAR MORE FAVORABLE THAN 
THOSE PROPOSED TO DATE FOR POINT 13 CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE SOVIETS IF THE WEST IS WILLING TO STARE THEM DOWN. 
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3. THIS THEME IS ECHOED IN THE LEAD EDITORIAL IN THE 
AUGUST 1ST EDITION OF THE "TIMES." UNDER THE TITLE, 

"STAND FAST IN BELGRADE," THE EDITORIAL (WHICH WE BELIEVE 
WAS AUTHORED BY RICHARD DAVY) SAYS, "THE AMERICANS 
STARTED OUT PUBLICLY COMMITTED TO AN OPEN-ENDED CONFER- 
ENCE AND EVEN REPROACHED THE NINE FOR SUGGESTING A TARGET 
DATE. LAST WEEK THE POSITION AMERICAN POSITION 
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SOFTENED, EITHER BECAUSE OF INDECISION IN WASHINGTON OR 
BECAUSE OF WORRY ABOUT THE WIDER DETERIORATION OF RELA- 
TIONS WITH MOSCOW. . . . THE AMERICANS SHOULD NOT GIVE 
IN. . . FOR THE SAKE OF PROBABLY ILLUSORY ADVANTAGES 
WHICH THEY MAY HOPE FOR IN OTHER ASPECTS OF THEIR RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. THEY TRIED TO DO THE SAME 
THING UNDER A DIFFERENT ADMINISTRATION DURING THE 
PRE-HELSINKI NEGOTIATIONS. IT BROUGHT THEM NO DISCERN- 
IBLE BENEFIT. IF THEY FEEL THE NEED TO IMPROVE THEIR 
RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW THEY SHOULD CHOOSE SOME OTHER MEANS 
OF DOING SO." 

4. COMMENT: AT THIS STAGE, IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL IF WE 
WERE IN A POSITION TO EXPLAIN TO THE FCO CURRENT US VIEWS 
ON THIS ISSUE TO WHICH HMG ATTACHES IMPORTANCE. 

BREWSTER 
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